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DETAILED ACTION 

1. No new claims have been added. Claims 7 and 9-16 are canceled. Claims 1-6, 8, and 17 
are pending in this office action. This action is non-Final. See Examiner's Notes beginning on 
page 9 of this office action for a clarification of the change of the status of the claims from the 
office action mailed 06/21/2007 to now. Currently, claims 1-6, 8, and 17 are rejected. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 8 is objected to because the claim depends on a claim which was canceled. This 
deficiency has most likely arisen as the result of a minor typographical error. The Examiner 
requests that the Applicant amend claim 8 to depend from an independent claim which is still 
pending. For the remainder of this office action, it will be assumed that claim 8 depends on 
claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4, 8, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2004/0015713 issued to Miki Abe et al. (hereinafter 
"Abe") in further view of U.S. Patent Application Number 2002/0042777 issued to Tadao 
Yoshida et al. (hereinafter "Yoshida"). 

Claim 1: 
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Abe discloses a file transferring system for transferring content data recorded in a first 
recording medium to a second recording medium, comprising: 

a recording and reproducing apparatus for recording data to the second recording medium 
and reproducing data from the second recording medium (Abe: paragraph [0174], lines 5-8 and Fig. 4, 
20 A & 20b and Fig. 6, 20 A & 20B and Fig. 36, 20 A & 20B)\ 

a content data supplying unit for supplying content data (Abe: paragraph [0168], lines 1-10 and 
Fig. 4, 91 and Fig. 36, 91; The "content server" is the "content data supplying unit".); 

a content data managing unit for outputting content data supplied from the content data 
supplying unit to the recording and reproducing apparatus (Abe: paragraph [0002], lines 1-6 and 
paragraph [0168], lines 1-10 and Fig. 4, 1 and Fig. 6, 1 and Fig. 36, 1; The "Primary-Recording Medium 
Apparatus" is the "content data managing unit".), 

wherein the content data managing unit has: 

recording means for correlating content data supplied from the content data supplying 
unit with a content identifier unique to each of content data and recording the correlated content 
data and content identifier to the first recording medium (Abe: paragraph [0052], lines 4-8; Note 
specifically that the first content identifier is "unique to the content data". Furthermore, note that the controlling 
means of the primary recording device (first recording medium) "stores" (records) content data and the content 
identifier.); 

transfer management information updating means for updating transfer managing 
information with which content data that are recorded to the second recording medium are 
managed (Abe; paragraph [0053] and paragraph [0054]; Note especially paragraph [0054], lines 6-8), the 
content data being supplied so that the content identifier and an additional identifier are 
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correlated (Abe: paragraph [0052], lines 15-18; Note specifically that the content identifier is associated 
(correlated) with a second identifier.); 

reservation means for reserving selected content data for recording on a selected second 
recording medium with reservation data (Abe: paragraph [0203]; The reservation data is the data setting a 
limit on the number of allowable check-outs. Compare this portion of the Abe reference with paragraph [0331] of the 
Applicants Specification 1 .); 

controlling means for receiving an identifier (Abe: paragraph [0055], lines 16-20; Since the 
reference clearly shows an "identifier-transmission means for controlling" the transmission of identifiers, it surely 
must disclose a means of receiving the transmitted identifier.), data of the second recording medium being 
reproduced by the recording and reproducing apparatus (Abe: paragraph [0174], lines 5-8), and for 
controlling content data transferred to the recording and reproducing so that the content data 
recorded in the first recording medium is recorded to the second recording medium in 
accordance with the reservation data (Abe: paragraph [0002], lines 1-6). 

. Abe does not explicitly disclose wherein one of the identifiers is a recording medium 
identifier unique to each second recording medium. However, Yoshida discloses wherein one of 
the identifiers is a recording medium identifier unique to each second recording medium (Yoshida: 
paragraph [0015], lines 12-14 and paragraph [0127]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the teachings of Abe with the teachings of Yoshida noted above for the 
purpose of including a recording medium identifier. The skilled artisan would have been 
motivated to improve the teachings of Abe noted above such that there would be some manner to 
differentiate between different computer readable mediums (Yoshida: paragraph [0196]). 
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Claim 2: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted 
above, and Abe further discloses wherein the content data recorded in the first recording medium 
are managed so that the number of permissible copy times of each of the content data that are 
copied to other recording mediums is restricted (Abe: paragraph [0203], lines 1-6), and 

wherein when the content data are transferred from the first recording medium to the 
second recording medium, the number of permissible copy times is decremented (Abe: paragraph 
[0203], lines 7-10). 
Claim 3: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted 
above, and Abe further discloses wherein the second recording medium to and from which data 
is recorded and reproduced by the recording and reproducing apparatus is loadable and 
unloadable thereto and therefrom (Abe: paragraph [0202]; When the content is 'checked~ouf to a secondary 
recording medium, the content is loaded onto the secondary medium. When the content is 'checked-in' from the 
secondary recording medium to the primary recording medium, the content is unloaded, or removed, from the 
secondary recording medium.). 
Claim 4: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1 , as noted 
above, and Abe further discloses 

wherein the transfer management information contains transfer reservation information, 
and updating the transfer reservation information (Abe: paragraph [0203]; The reservation data is the data 
setting a limit on the number of allowable check-outs. Compare this portion of the Abe reference with paragraph 
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[0331] of the Applicants Specification.), and wherein the transfer management information updating 
means is configured to correlate content data supplied from the content data supplying unit with 
an identifier (Abe: paragraph [0052], lines 15-18; Note specifically that the content identifier is associated 
(correlated) with a second identifier.) to which the content data are transferred and update the transfer 
reservation information of the transfer management information (Abe: paragraph [0053] and paragraph 
[0054] and paragraph [0203]). 

Abe does not explicitly disclose wherein one of the identifiers is a recording medium 
identifier unique to each second recording medium. However, Yoshida discloses wherein one of 
the identifiers is a recording medium identifier unique to each second recording medium (Yoshida: 
paragraph [00151 lines 12-14 and paragraph [0127]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the teachings of Abe with the teachings of Yoshida noted above for the 
purpose of a recording medium identifier. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to 
improve the teachings of Abe noted above such that there would be some manner to differentiate 
between different computer readable mediums (Yoshida: paragraph [0196]). 
Claim 8: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted 
above, and Abe further discloses, 

wherein the content data recorded in the first recording medium is managed so that the 
number of permissible copy times of each of content data that are copied to other recording 
mediums is restricted (Abe: paragraph [0203], lines 1-6), and 



Application/Control Number: Page 7 

10/520,253 

Art Unit: 2163 

wherein when content data transferred from the first recording medium are deleted, the 
number of permissible copy times is incremented (Abe: paragraph [0203], lines 7-10; Incrementing or 
decrementing a counter based on a given situation arising is very basic and well known in the art.). 
Claim 17: 

Claim 1 7 is rejected under the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Abe in view of 
Yoshida and further in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2001/0047419 
issued to Yoshihisa Gonno et al. (hereinafter "Gonno"). 
Claim 6: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted 
above, and Yoshida further discloses wherein the content data has not been recorded and whose 
recording medium identifier has not been registered in the transfer management information 
(Yoshida: paragraph [0222] - paragraph [02231 line 4; Note that the content couldn't have been recorded if it wasn't 
purchased yet.). 

The previously mentioned combination does not explicitly disclose wherein the transfer 
management information updating means is configured to reserve the transfer of content data to 
the second recording medium. However, Gonno discloses wherein the transfer management 
information updating means is configured to reserve the transfer of content data to the second 
recording medium (Gonno: paragraph [0029], lines 6-10 and paragraph [0031], lines 9-12 and paragraph 
[0068], lines 3-4). 



Application/Control Number: Page 8 

10/520,253 

Art Unit: 2163 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the previously mentioned combination with the teachings of Gonno noted 
above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to improve the previously mentioned 
combination per the above such that the updating of distribution, delivery, or transfer 
information would result in data synchronization between a resource reserving client and a 
master database (Gonno: paragraph [0031], lines 9-12). 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Abe in view of 
Yoshida and further in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2003/003 1319 
issued to Takafumi Hosoi et al. (hereinafter "Hosoi"). 
Claim 5: 

The combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted 
above, and Abe further discloses wherein each of the recording and reproducing apparatus and 
the content data managing unit has communicating means for communicating with each other 
(Abe: paragraph [0355]; Note specifically the communication unit.). 

The previously mentioned combination does not explicitly disclose when it has been 
determined that the recording and reproducing apparatus and the content data managing unit are 
connected by the communicating means, the content data are transferred. 

However, Hosoi discloses when it has been determined that the recording and 
reproducing apparatus and the content data managing unit are connected by the communication 
means, the content data are transferred (Hosoi: paragraph [01661 lines 1-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the previously mentioned combination with the teachings of Hosoi noted 
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above. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to improve the previously mentioned 
combination per the above such that content data could only be transferred between two devices 
when the two devices are connected to each other (Hosoi: paragraph [0166], lines 1-4). 

Additional Comments 

Examiner Notes: 

In the office action mailed 06/21/2007, the Examiner indicated that claims 1-6, 8, and 17 
were allowable over the prior art of record. However, after taking a closer look at the Abe 
reference and the meaning of 'reservation data' set forth in the Applicant's specification, it 
appears that the combination of Abe and Yoshida discloses all the elements of claim 1. 

Specifically, Abe appears to disclose reservation means for reserving selected content 
data for recording on a selected second recording medium with reservation data and a 
controlling means for controlling content data transferred to the recording and reproducing 
apparatus so that the content data recorded in the first recording medium is recorded to the 
second recording medium in accordance with reservation data (Abe: paragraph [0203]). 

While the words 'reservation data' do not appear in Abe: paragraph [0203], Abe appears 
to disclose precisely what the Applicant defines as 'reservation data' in the Applicant's 
specification. Specifically, compare Abe: paragraph [0203] with paragraph [0331] of the 
Applicant's Specification. 

Since it appears that each and every element of the Applicant's claimed invention is 
either disclosed or suggested by the prior art of record, the claims remain rejected under the 
reasons set forth in the preceding office action. If anything in this office action is deemed by the 
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Applicant to be unclear or confusing, the Applicant is urged to contact the Examiner to set up a 



phone interview in order to discuss the pending claims. 



Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick A. Darno whose telephone number is (571) 272-0788. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



1 The reference to Applicant's specification is directed to the US Printed Publication version of the Applicant's Specification. 
This is US Patent Application Publication Number 2006/0161584. ✓ y 
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